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 Local CEF ministries to reach 10,000 city kids 
 Churches to adopt communi�es & schools 
 Children will a�end local Gospel-centered 
summer and back to school special events 
 Development of City Kids USA project 
 Share the Good News funding campaign 

See a complete lis�ng of CEF prayer requests at  
website: gospeltokids.org/prayer-connec�on  

       Campaign Update 
  For the sake of reaching over 10,000 local 

children for Christ annually the Share the Good 
News funding campaign has been launched in 
the Durham area.  Your $10 touches 1 child, 
$100 disciples 10 city kids, and $1,000 will 
reach dozens of children in a neighborhood or 
a school. Please give a special financial gi� 
towards reaching the first $100,000. Write 
“Campaign” or “Special Gi�” on your check. 
Learn more at h�p://gospeltokids.org/ 

Hey! We’ve moved. 
The office of CEF Durham has moved 
as of May 1, 2018.  We are s�ll in the 
John O’Daniel Exchange building on 
Gilbert St., just simply moved down-
stairs to a larger space, suite #101, 
which is circled in the pic at right.  
This move allows us the storage and 
mee�ng space we have not enjoyed 
for 8 years.  There is no change to 
our mailing and email addresses, social media, and website.  They 
are all the same as before.  See current contact informa�on below. 

Unity! Despite the distractions 
The Bible teaches us “...endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace…” This was the theme verse, from Ephesians 
chapter 4, for the 2018 
Na�onal Day of Prayer 
held May 3rd at the 
Durham Rescue Mission. 
Over 200 a�ended this 
annual prayer event, in 
which I get to coordinate. 
I read a prayer for unity 

from the newly released book, One Blood by Dr. John Perkins. The 
gathering of faithful prayer warriors hear�ly agreed and prayed 
together! However, with our poli�cal, social, and religious diversi-
ty  we have an enormous challenge to walk what we talk and 
pray. Whether I’m talking to students, listening to current events 
or news bias, having conversa�ons with family, or hearing music 

media blasts at the gym  most are distrac�ons and hinder unity 
and peace around the Gospel. Thus, this summer, I will be focusing 
my undistracted and undivided a�en�on towards developing and 
implemen�ng scalable programs, which disciple city kids towards 
being Gospel-centered world changers while 
affirming the value and gi�s of others. John E. Blake 



Newsworthy ministries and people during 2018 

Direct ministry to city kids 
There are 54 Good News Clubs and 
collabora�ve ministry events, which 
are currently mee�ng in the Durham, 
Orange, Alamance, and Person coun-
�es. The 2018 stats report 3,543 are 
a�ending with 148 decisions made. 
Community events in June-July and 
prep for clubs in August-September 
are next steps during the 3rd quarter. 

All contribu�ons to Child Evangelism 
Fellowship of North Carolina (Durham 
Area Chapter) are tax-deduc�ble by 
the IRS who recognizes CEF as a 
501c3 organiza�on. 
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In March a research & development 
process began to evaluate teaching 
methods and communica�on skills, 
which will more successfully connect 
biblical truth and life lessons for the 
children and youth  
we teach. 
Conclusions: 

 Use mul�ple, repe��ve, biblical 
truths presented with music, total 
class par�cipa�on, problem solving, 
and other ideas we will share in 2018. 

Changing the atmosphere 
During February, March, and April 
there were new opportuni�es to cast 
a vision and encourage marketplace 
ministers, including CEF staff across 
NC/VA, in ways to change the spiritu-
al atmosphere in schools and commu-
ni�es. From the Lt. Gov’s. office to a 
dozen or more local gatherings, John 
Blake was able to speak to hundreds. 

Test scores 
are improved 
Behavior 
referrals are 
decreasing 

Schools shine and thrive 
Teaching core principles, which will 
affirm the true value and the power 
of students to make their schools a 
be�er place to learn, as well as to 
support their classmates and teach-
ers, sums up our character educa�on 
ini�a�ve in local schools.  We were 
able to offer these courses at a varie-
ty of local schools from January to 
May.  Training facilitators, faculty, 
and staff during 2018-2019 will allow 
The Center of Light to conduct pilot 
programs at 5 schools across N.C. 

Talking with America’s youth 
John Blake was in Washington, DC in 
March to see friends, view a program 
and meet a U.S. Gov. official, but the 
highlight of the visit was talking with 
youth who came for the March For 
Our Lives event downtown. The main 
topic was stopping violence in their 
schools, but many other issues came 
up. America’s youth really want to be 
heard, but need lots of guidance and 
affirma�on. That’s why CEF Durham 
has a Kingdom-mindset approach to 
sharing Christ and teaching biblical 
truth to children and youth. 

Sports-related ministries 
Teen tennis academies were held in 
March-May for middle schools boys. 
For 22 years sports-related ministries 
have been a 
major part  
of outreach 
in bringing  
the Gospel  
to city kids. 
The first-ever  
3v3 basketball tourney in Durham was 
held in April at Long Meadow Park. 
ACC legend, Phil Ford, served as the 
honorary captain of the event. 


